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Petrol station 
plans approved
Plans to turn an old hotel off 
the A2 into a BP petrol station, 
M&S Food and a McDonald’s 
were expected to be approved 
last night (Wednesday). The 
114-room Tollgate hotel is set 
to be demolished to make way 
for the drive-thru restaurant, 
with car park, 16-pump petrol 
station, and shop. The plans 
went before councillors 
at a planning meeting at 
Gravesham’s Civic Centre. In 
total there were 33 objection 
letters, 363 circular letters and 
a petition opposing the idea 
signed by 1,784 people.

National BMX 
comps at park
Gravesend’s Cyclopark will 
host a raft of BMX events 
throughout this year. On 
Monday riders were invited 
to the park to celebrate news 
that it will host regional and 
national BMX events in 2014, 
attracting more than 1,600 
competitors. The evening also 
saw the launch of the park’s 
BMX training programme, 
increasing coached sessions 
by 50%. Events at the park 
will include the BMX South 
East Regional Event on March 
30; the BMX National Series 
Round 5 on April 12-13; and the 
British BMX Championships 
August 23-24. For details visit 
www.cyclopark.com

IN BRIEF

by Alex Matthews
almatthews@thekmgroup.co.uk
@AJMatthews89

Gravesend’s iconic landmark – 
the statue of Pocahontas – has 
been targeted for the third time 
by thieves.

The bronze statue of the native 
American princess, which has 
attracted tourists from all over 
the world, has had the feather of 
her headdress stolen.

She stands in the grounds of St 
George’s Church, a reminder of 
how Pocahontas died here, on 
her way back home to America, 
after spending a year in England.

The thieves would have had to 
clamber onto the 6ft plinth and 
then ripped the feather off her 
headdress, a further 5ft up.

A Gravesham council spokes-
man said: “This is the third occa-
sion since 2010 that such damage 
has been done to the statue.

“On the first occasion in early 
2010, the tip of the feather was 
broken off. It was anonymously 
returned to the council having 
been found or handed in to the 
church several months later.

“By that time arrangements 
had been made by the council 

via its links with Virginia, USA, 
for a cast to be taken of the whole 
feather from the replica statue 
in Jamestown, which they were 
very happy to assist us with.

“From that cast, the council 
was able to get a replica made 
and we will use the same cast 
to do so again on this occasion.”

The feather was first reported 
missing on December 23, 
although nobody knows when 
it was actually taken. A replace-
ment will cost close to £1,000.

The spokesman said the theft 
was “shocking”.

He said: “We don’t know 
whether people did this for a 
prank but it’s clearly wanton and 
it’s not amusing. It [the statue] 
is one of the tourist attractions 
which does attract people from 
America and the damage doesn’t 
put us in a very good light.” 

The story of the princess was 
immortalised by Disney in 1995 
with their animated picture Poc-
ahontas but people in Graves-
end were aware of her story for 
decades before the statue was 
erected in 1958.

The monument,  in the grounds 
of St George’s Church gardens, is 
not the only homage to the prin-
cess’ time in the town.

Iconic statue targeted by 
metal thieves for third time

Feather from headdress will cost around £1,000 to replace 

The statue of Pocahontas after vandals removed the feather

Pocahontas was born in 1595 
and died in 1617.

Princess Matoaka was given 
the nickname Pocahontas, 
meaning “the playful one”, 
by her father Powhatan, a 
powerful native American 
tribal leader.

In 1607 she saved the life of 
Captain John Smith when he 
was caught on native American 
territory and brought before 
Powhatan for trial. She threw 
herself between Captain Smith 
and his executioners with her 
father deciding to let him live 
as a result of his daughter’s 
pleading.

Pocahontas was fascinated 
by the white settlers in Virginia 
and when she was later taken 
captive by them, it was said 
she enjoyed her time in the 
Jamestown settlement. 

She was the first native 

American to be baptised and 
was given the name Rebecca.

In 1614 she married the 
magistrate of Jamestown, 
John Rolfe. The couple lived on 
his tobacco plantation where 
Pocahontas had a son named 
Thomas.

In 1616 the family, 
accompanied by an escort of 
12 native Americans, travelled 
to England where they met 
royalty and were well received 
by the court. Pocahontas 
spent a year in England before 
setting sail for home.

No one has found the body 
of Pocahontas but in the 
registers of Gravesend’s parish 
church of the time there is 
an entry saying: “1617. March 
21st. Rebecca Wrolfe, Wyffe 
of Thomas Wrolfe, Gent., a 
Virginia Lady borne, was buried 
in ye Chancell.”

Body thought to Be iN churchyArd 

Stained glass windows and 
a tablet were also donated to 
St George’s Church in 1914 by 
the society of Colonial Dames 
of America and there is also a 
mural depicting her saving the 
life of English captain John 
Smith, opposite Gravesend  
Station in Clive Road. After vis-
iting England, Pocahontas was 
due to set sail from Gravesend 
and travel back to her native 

state of Virginia in 1617, but 
became seriously ill just offshore 
and was taken back to the town 
where she sadly passed away 
aged only 21.

It is believed that she was bur-
ied in the grounds of the church 
shortly after.

Gravesham council has 
reported the crime to the police 
as criminal damage and investi-
gations are on going.

‘It is one of  
the tourist 
attractions 
which does 
attract people 
from America 
and the damage 
doesn’t put  
us in a very 
good light’

The transport minister Robert 
Goodwill has said the govern-
ment will not be rushed into 
making an announcement on 
where the new Lower Thames 
Crossing will go. 

During a debate in Westmin-
ster Hall, Essex Conservative MP 
Jackie Doyle-Price said: “There 
are some people that think 
removing the barriers will alle-
viate the need for a new cross-
ing but I think that’s wrong and 
I think that’s short-termism.

“I feel we need two new cross-
ings in London and another 
further down stream than the 
options before us today.”

Ms Doyle-Price revealed that 
the Highways Agency preferred 
option A which would see a new 
crossing next to the existing 
crossing, something Dartford 
MP Gareth Johnson said would 
not help the situation.

Ms Doyle-Price also said after 
discussions with Vopak, which 
stores petrol and gas at the West 
Thurrock terminal, she had 
learnt they would consider clos-
ing should option A be chosen. 
She was also against plans to go 
for option C, east of Gravesend.

She encouraged the govern-
ment to look again at options D 
and E – Option D providing an M2 
link to Canvey Island and Option 
E, an Isle of Grain link to east of 
Southend.

Transport minister Robert 
Goodwill said the previously 
dropped options would take “rel-
atively little” traffic away, reduc-
ing the numbers by about 5%.

He concluded by saying: “This 
decision is not to be rushed. We 
will make an announcement as 
soon as possible. ”

From Octo ber, motorists will 
no longer stop at the cross-
ing bar ri ers to pay the charge, 
instead pay ment will be made 
online, via text, on the phone, 
or in shops. The penalty charge 
will be £70, dis counted to £35 if 
paid within 14 days.

‘No rush’  
to decide 
on second 
Thames 
crossing site

Police have released this CCTV 
image of a man they would like 
to speak to in connection with a 
theft and fraud offences.

The offences occurred between 
Monday, November 11 and Fri-
day, November 15. The offender 
took post from a post box at the 
end of the victim’s drive, opened 
bank accounts in the victim’s 
name and then bought items.

Officers would like to speak 
with the man, as he may have 
witnessed the crime or can help 
them.  Contact PC Andy Fin-
nan on 101 quoting crime refer-
ence number B2/13/3946 or call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Man could help 
over fraud case

At The Accounting Experts, we can provide you with access to our online 
accounting software. It’s simple to use and easily manageable. We are also there 
to provide support throughout.

Using T.A.X online accounting enables you to take advantage of many features 
such as:

•  Create tailored invoices with your company logo. You also have the option to 
print, view as html or send electronically as a pdf.

•  Import bank statements. This is an excellent feature and enables you to allocate 
payments to invoices so you always know what is outstanding.

• Keep a record of your customers and suppliers on one system as contacts.

• Run off reports such as VAT, trial balance and profit and loss

If you’re not too keen on the online book keeping and prefer your accountant to do 
everything for you, including the book keeping, don’t worry because we can provide 
this service too.

We can talk to you about your needs, your business and discuss an affordable and 
realistic price for you. Contact us now to speak to one of friendly and professional 
advisors.

T: 01322 290450 or 
E: info@theaccountingexperts.co.uk or 
www.theaccountingexperts.co.uk

Unit 81, The Base,  
Dartford Business Park,  
Victoria Road,  
Dartford,  
Kent 
DA1 5FS

Professional • Simple • Accounting

Why choose The Accounting Experts?
•  Nationwide service
•  Fixed fee agreed in advance
•  Dedicated accountants giving clients a  1 to 1 

relationship
•  Unlimited meetings, email, telephone support 

and advice all year round at no extra charge
•  Online Accounting
•  Added Value services, helping you understand 

current and potential future financial situations


